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FOREWORD

¢ Bhavartha Deepika’, which is an alternative name of the
Tika written by Dnyaneshwar on Shrimadbhagavadgita is a
series of expositions made by him before an audience at
Nevase in Ahmednagar District of Maharashtra in 1290 AD i.e.
about seven hundred years ago (@% arame ardm 1 & dwr
seay). [t is justly regarded as an unequalled commentary
on Gita which is regarded even by Western critical scholarship
as part of all humanity’s perennial philosophy. as so aptly
concluded by Aldous Huxley.

All great literature, not only reflects aspects of contemporary
social life but aims at furnishing a dependable guide of social
conduct. This holds good, particularly, in respect of work
manifestly devoted to analysis of social ethics. Accordingly, a
brief reference to some details of the period in which
Dnyaneshwari’s author lived may prove useful. At that time,
Ramdeorai Yadav was ruling over his kingdom, from his capital
at Devagiri (in present Aurangabad District) in Maharashtra.
Dnyaneshwarmaharaj had mentioned, at the end of his work,
“Ramachandru King rules according to justice « =~ Qe fareiry
Twmag . As later history disclosed, an invasion of Maharashtra
was imminent-yet we have this testimony that public
administration was being carried on then according to principles
of law and order. Perhaps, while attributing this quality to
Yadav political rule, Dnyaneshwarmaharaj might have had in
mind an illustrious group of learned men adorning the Yadav
Court like Vidnyaneshwar ( 1070-1100 AD ) — who wrote his
famous Mitakshari - a commentary on Yadnyavalkyasmriti,
Shridhar (1150-1200 ) ~ who wrote Smrityarthasara and
commentary on Bhagavatam, Hemadri —the author of Chaturvarga
Chintamani, Jayadev — who wrote Chandraloka ( an analysis of
Sanskrit rhetorics ), Bopadeva — who wrote on Sanskrit grammar
and on topics of Ayurveda and Jalhana ~ who was the compiler
of ¢Suktimuktavali and a minister of Krishnadeva Yadav’.
Scientific treatises were written on other subjects as well e. g.

T35



Foreword

Sangeet Ratnakar written by Sharangdhara. Thus, there wasa lot
of attention being paid to religious ritualistic literature and
performing arts, besides purely literary topics. It could be said
that the Yadav rulers were, doubtless, patrons of learning and
supported conformity with religious and ritual procedures.

But a public administration, particularly under dynastic rule,
does not always succeed in measuring, confrolling and guiding
social undercurrents, especially those affecting the bulk of the
people, who, living undertrodden and non privile were in no
position to voice their grievances; much less to assert a
demand for a better life.

It is in this background that one may now look at the very
unusual family life lived and suffered by Shri Dnyaneshwar—for
sometime along with his parents, two brothers and sister, and
after a compulsory demise of his parents, only with his two
brothers and sister-all three having become orphans, ostracized
by surrounding society as they were regarded impure, being
offsprings of the Sanyasi who had reverted to married life by
breaking vows of celibacy etc. Dnyaneshwara’s father-Vithalpant
beseeched learned priests at Alandi in Pune District for a
prescription for purification. He was told to enter into a
Jalasamadhi and as for a degree of purification of his four
young children, he was informed that they should approach priests
at Paithan-and it so happened that whereas Dnyaneshwara’s
parents got the penalty of voluntary drowning, the second part
of the decree, obtained at that price at Alandi could never be
implemented because the certificate given by the priests in Paithan
was never implemented in Alandi.

It was in these tragic circumstances that everyone of the four
children had to determine his or her locus of life at his or her
own volition and initiative. Nivrittinatha took to Nathasampradaya
which had already come into existence and was a movement of
some strength based on a doctrine of social equality. In fact,
Dnyaneshwara’s great-grand-father, Trimbakpant a nd
grand-father, Govindpant, were followers of this Sampradaya,
according to recent research. Dnyaneshwar too joined it in due
course-but with a slightly different outlook. He treated
Nivrittinatha-his elder brother, as his Guru and wrote at his
instance, his independent work, ‘ Amritanubhava .
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Vithalpant and his family were a set of thinkers, but the
outlook on life entertained by what may be called ‘masses’
was teeped in ignorance. As observed by an analyst,

" TGS g1 R A AGA AT T S A TG ST A et
@ afs mmd. ary BE oSt GifEga whe fi, feT osw fErasT
5% T SIWE ATE. WUA AR, s S =riEfen, dw, s,
AT, AfdE sy dEAtd Wi FoaveEE Rt www A A

Indian society has always remained like a vast pyramid, most
of which was covered with darkness, but its top illuminated to
varying extent, from time to time. The contemporary priesthood
had possessed a moral and social responsibility of spreading light
but it was either not conscious of it or had deliberately ignored it.

Dnyaneshwarmaharaj has shot some of his sharpest arrows
at such misguided ritualists who had only one objective in life
viz. that of achieving material pleasures by promoting a ritualistic
approach in society -

“ Sreft it TaE fra | et A9

fan mrarst e | arfedt o o (c. 2-254)

wguify & wrat 1 gdfg d@ adan

aai Jagreeai | WAy @ n (c. 2-255)
“RSAF A | A At FIS ‘

AT g & %S |\ § s om o (C. 13-842)

At this stage, two relevant questions may be dealt with~( 1) what
was the compass of studies made by Dnyaneshwarmaharaj ; and
(2) why did he select Shrimadbhagavadgita for his commentary ?

That he had studied earlier views about Gita doctrines is
absolutely clear. In fact, he has explicitly stated that he had
consulted Bhasyakaras or Chief-commentators on Gita. That he
had very carefully studied all principal Upanishads is equally
clear. Thus, it can be safely stated that he had pondered over
Badarayana Brahmasutras ( centuries before Christ) perused
Vyasa’s Mahabharata, examined views of Adyashankaracharya
( 788-820 AD ), Ramanuja ( 1017-1137 AD ); Nimbarka
( C 1162 AD), Madhavacharya (1197-1275 AD). These views
contained exposure of Vishishtadvaita, Dvaitadvaita and
Shudhadvaita views on fundamental philosophy. There are also
good reasons to believe that he took into account Yogavasistha,
Gaudapadakarika, Shaivism as prevalent in Kashmir as well as
doctrines of Nathapanth in the South.
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But he had his own independent and original analysis of all
that he read and pondered over. Thus, for example, it has been
found that out of 218 instances of comparable views of
Adyashankaracharya and Dnyaneshwara, Dnyaneshwara has not
accepted his great predecessor’s interpretation in as many as 68
instances; and differed further in 68 others. It appears that
his conclusions had assumed their final shape, well before he
wrote Dnyaneshwari. This is another way of saying that his choice
had settled itself on Shrimadbhagavadgita because he was
convinced that thereby he could express, systematically, the entire
body of his own well-formed conclusions-as already seen.
Ignorance, resulting social injustice and other evil consequences
had conditioned Dnyaneshwarmaharaja’s family life; and these
developments must have left an indelible print on his mind.
The Gita emphatically preached the doctrine of equality. As
pointedly observed in Dnyaneshwari,

“qf TAT T e g€ | A0 qTAGT AT FSAG FE

THFAY ATEITS STETE | §id S0 ) (C. 9-202)
Uit Fo Ty avi 1 § aradst mosww |
TH WSAT HIAAU | HIEF CF N (C. 9—456)

He advocated not only the importance of social equality but
prominently declared that an individual was free to promote his
or her own welfare on the basis of that permanently equal status
for all. Subject to these principles, what followed was a significant
programme for carrying this message to all those around him.
With this he travelled widely not only in Maharashtra but
outside its boundaries. It was in the course of his halt at Nevase,
that his great commentary was recorded. One must remember
that it is characteristic of progressive minds in India, whom
grateful generations later on referred to as saints, that they firmly
believed that whatever they had learnt as valuable was really
public property and should, accordingly, be made easily accessible
to the public. This explains why Sanskrit as a medium of
exposition was given up by Dnyaneshwaramaharaj in favour
of Marathi language for helping people to grasp his views.
This also explains his construction of lyrical poetry or Abhang
verses—as also his decision to make a self-contained independent
statement of his philosophical views in a wark Jike
‘ Amritanubhava’. It would further enable us to understand
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how he utilised results of an earlier Mahanubhava movement
towards social reforms and an accepted convention of “arw=dr”
pilgrimage to Pandharpur. ‘ Lokasangraha’ became his principal
objective. When the importance of the factor of social equality
starts getting eroded the scope for foreign intervention in political
cultural fields increases correspondingly. History stands witness
to this phenomenon. Acute sense of equality is the shield of
our freedom. Among those great saints who worked hard for
promoting social equality, Shri Dnyaneshwaramaharaj can easily
be counted as an effective pioneer. Maharashtra has profited
from his teachings time and again.

While Gita’s text was conveniently small and very systematically
arranged, those who undertook a serious study had encountered
great difficulty in understanding some of its subtleties. These
difficulties had reflected themselves in consequent diversities
among explanations rendered by preceding Acharyas. His own
interpretation was, as already noted, somewhat different from that
of some leading authorities. It is a rewarding exercise to discover
how Dnyaneshwaramaharaja’s Chidvilasavadi Purnadvaita
analysis is Gita brings out of the truth of the Gita view :

“ FAMAY AT ATAHLTHIEA |
afqwsd fawady qemrd fafg anfeasg n” (c. 18-20)

The Gita has been under serious study of Western scholarship
for nearly 200 years past. Problems of man’s life on earth and of
his destiny thereafter have attracted intellectuals of all ages
and climes. Shri Krishna’s answer to these problems, setforth
so elegantly, naturally attracted attention, when East met West.
But some very critical minds in Western countries got bogged
down and tied themselves in knots on facing what seemed to
them in that synthesis of philosophical views which was
embodied in Gita, exactly as there appeared to be a never
ending debate among competing interpretations of their Indian
predecessors. .In these circumstances, it was no wonder that, in
course of time, Indian scholarship could locate problems in
understanding views expounded in Dnyaneshwari. Apart from
doctrinal difficulties, nearly 30 generations or seven centuries
had removed modern Marathi reading public from the language
employed by Dnyaneshwarmaharaj. At the same time, progressive
democratic evolution had made and would continue to make a
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persistent demand for an increasingly wider appreciation of
India’s spiritual and cultural legacy-particularly, that part of it
which gave equal status to all sections and parts of Indian
society. Importance of Dnyaneshwari’s role in this process cannot
be minimised.

It is for this specific reason that I welcome Maharashtra
Rajya Sahitya and Sanskritik Mandala’s decision to publish this
volume. The learned authoress has explained doctrines of Shrimad
Bhagavadgita as commented upon by Dnyaneshwarmaharaj, in
simple and very elegant style, understandable, easily, by those
who have not had the advantage of intensive coaching in obstruse
texts of Indian philosophy. She has taken instances from the
lives of great Hindu, Jain, Buddhist, Christian and Muslim
saints to illustrate her points. The homely atmosphere of her
exposition is praiseworthy. I am sure that those interested would
profit by their reading of this work, for it has been correctly
observed by a perceptive critic that Maharashtra region has
been greatly enriched by Dnyaneshwarmaharaj’s influence of its
religious and social life—

« AgRre @epdr faftg dfred @ SNEmwEREE A A TEenl JauEEs

. TSI AT ATl Agd ! 2Aeade (@Eeedt TEA Jigd el (0.

“ WETRTSETS TTcieas, Wereer=ar AiRanny aatices, g Amiass e

o9, AETRISGT=T Fora fafae, AgRrery @rawad, FgRIEH JEREs Sax Ifgaard,
% a9 wigpfos fadw, Aemedsar S, sevse § asn sfafaemsg
so% fa@y e quad e,

¢ ST B AT Sesdrar Sfaerias Tl O ek 39 AgReE K0Sy

et g1, ”

I congratulate Smt. Shailajadevi Vahinisaheb Pratinidhi for
her excellent presentation as also Maharashtra Rajya Sahitya
and Sanskritik Mandala for its decision to publish it. I wish
the learned authoress a long span of such highly useful literary
activity—for has not the Lord observed in the Gita-

HeATY o T TH & qIIEHITHN: |
AraaT gl wfafa | =f: u (¢ 18-70)
This is an eternal quest of mankind.

S. D. Sharma
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Show scarce so gross as beetles : half way down
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Cannot be heard so high.—I'll look no more ;
Lest my brain turn, and the deficient sight
Topple down headlong.
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